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"AH A* a General mecting of all the ſubſcribers to the ſtock of the Royal 
2 Company, holden at Drapers-Hall the xg of December 1671 
His. Royal Highneſs preſent with the Sab-governour and 


Deputy-governour; | 


T e Preamble, Upon which the ſubſcriptions weremade, 
> beingreadfrom Paragraph to Paragraph, ſeveral Amendments 
were then made, and ordered by the Court tobetaken care of, to be {o 
reprinted by the preſent Committee ofthe old ſtock, and the ſame to 
be ready for every ſubſcriber, that thall pleaſe to call for them at the 
African-Houſe in T brogmorton-ſtreet, | 
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- 1. That the payment of the leverlt and refpe&ive Sums ſubſcribed , ſhall be in ten equal payments, and paid 
to the Treaſurer ofthe Company, at the Treaſury Chamber at the African-houſe in London, viz. 


Two Tenth parts on or beforethe 25th Jax, next 1671, | One Tenth part onor beforethe 25th Jaye 1672: 
One Tench part on or before 25th Feb, 1671, | | One Tenth part on or before the 25th ?ah 1672, 
One Tenth part onor before the 25th March 1672 , - | One Tenth part on or beforetbe 25ch Angſt 1692, 
One Tenth part-o#'or before the 25th Apri/ 1672. © | And the laſt one Tenth part oti or before the > «> 
One Tech parc 0n ot before the 25th May 1672: ' | - SeÞ21673 27G. 7. 


Unleſs any. of the reſpeQive days of payment above expreſſed ſhall haypen to Þe'on a Sunday, andin thar 
Caſe the pry ments may be made theday following, Ori DIY | TE OS. 

I]. That if any Subſcriber do fail to pay the firſt Payment at the time and place aforeſaid, his faid cubſeripticn ſhalf 
be torally void, | 

IT. That if any/Subſcriber having rid in the firſt [payment ſhall fail, to: pay ay ofthe i et 
Penalty of two per Cent. for each Mdath ſhall be charged to his Debt on account, worll is ſaid ben ts 
fully fared and paid, or until che while: 6ney by him: before paid bethereby extinguiſhed.) And further he ſhall 
be unctgable to be choſen into the Coyernment of the Stock, -or give any Vote at any:General Court, or Court 
of Affiſtarits, uncil he bath paid as wellbjs Penalties as his Subſcriptiohy/ * ' - / 019 hr YN 


IV. That the formec Adventurers ſhil be paid out of chis'new joynt Stock'the Sum bratkldy four thouſand Pounds" 
wherewith rhey. tray be enabled to. jay to their: (Creditors -forty- per Cent. of mac they = 5 S Poms, 
Ten per Cent. to eyery of the form Adventurers for what Stock they have paid, 2ni gon is for, andin 
Conſideration of all their remains, Dtbts, Leaſe of the Africa» honle; Rent payable bythe Gambia Adventurers 
for a remaining term of four years by Leaſe granted them to the North parts of eA frica, Plantations, Forts, PHivie 


ooge and Immuniries whatſoever, dre and belonging to the ſaid Stock oftheifornier Adventurers in all places what. 
oever, | - | 


& } | 
V. That every Adventurer who ſhall be preſentat any General court ſhall Vote and Rulein the Stock a; : 
according to his Adventure, that is toſay; for every one hundred pounds Adventure to have one Vote 2 _ Fro 
venturer ſhall be capable to be choſen into the Court of Aſſiſtants, or any Committee to manape the Aﬀairs of 
chis Sock, unleſs he have ſubſcribed foar hundred pounds at let Pn OE x re 


VT. That 


z 
i C 


| 7 © HR 
VI. That immediately after the Subſcription 6fthis intended Stork, and before the time'of the firſt paytnent, a Ge- 
neral. Coure of all. the Subſcribers be ſummoned to chooſe a Goyernour, Sub+-governour, ate 6. vw 
ewenty four Aſſiſtants, and as ſoon after as may be, another Court be ſummonedro ſele tive of the ſaid Aſſiſtants 


ro be a ſtanding Committee to aQas is hereafter appointed: and with ſo many of the Subſcribers as ſhall be preſent to 
prepare Rules and Orders for managingand governing the Trade as well abroad 45 at home. Trot. 


VIT. That general Courts be ſummoned twice every year, or oftner as occaſion ma 
of 7 anary, except it fall upon a Sunday, and then onthe Eleventh day, for EleRion of Governour, Sub-povernour 
Deputy-governour, and twenty four Aſſiſtants for the year enſuing, of which not more than lixceen ſhali be capable F 
_ to bechoſen two years together, nor any be continued longer than three years ſucceſſively,nor ſhall they be capable to 
be choſen again, till two years afterwards be expired, And another Court thar day ſeaven night after, for EleRion 
of the aboveſaid ſtanding Committee of five, of whom , not more than three ſhall be capable of being choſen three 
years ſucceſſively, at which lait Court the Aſſiſtants ſhall preſent to the general Adyentorers a State of the Companies 
Stock at that time by an exaR Ballance of the Books, and an indifferent valuation of all remaining effeRs, that there- 
by the Adyenturers may know the true condition of their Stock and Trade, "Ss 


y require : One upon the Tenth 


ViII. That the Sub-goyernour and Deputy-governour ſhall not be contin 


| yed longer than two years together 
and that the Deputy-governour ſhall always be a Merchant, and one of the fiy 


eofthe Committee. 


IX. That all general Courts, Courts of Affiſtants and Meetings of the Committee, ſhall be holden only at the . 


African-houſe .in London, unleſs His Royal Highneſs ( being Govyernour ) ſhall particularly dire& to ſummon the 
general Courts to any other place. , | BOM af. | 


X That the Court of Aſliſtants ſhall be ſummoned to meet on the firſt T hur(day in every Month, or ofcaer if 
there ſhall be. cauſe, to pive direQions to the ſtanding Committee, and to receive an account from them of their 
proceedings, and to do what elſe ſhall be needful in order co the good management of the Stock. 


- NF: That there be a ſtanding Committee of five perſons annually choſen, ( asis aforeſaid ) by Plurality of Votesat 8 
Seneral Court, and by Balletting : Three whereof to be a _2norum, to manage the Afeairs of the Stock according -to 
ſuch direRions as ſhall from time totime be given them , either by the general Court, or Court of Aſſiſtants, andin 
the intervals of Courts of Affiſtants, where delays may be prejudicial, that the ſaid Committee may have power 
to proceed to ad farther, as in their diſcretion they ſhall judge moſt advantageous to the Company, provided they a& 
nothing contradiory to any Order ofthe general Court, or Court of Aſſiſtants before made.: The ſaid Committees 
daily proceedings to be Regiſtred, as alſo the proceedings of the general Courts, and Courts of Aﬀſiſtants, and alltheir 
Bargains for Goods, and ContraRs for fraights of Ships to be made pu; /iquely at the Board, and immediately entred 
into Books to be kept for ſuch purpoſes. | __— OT IA 


XII. Thar the ſaid ſtanding Committee do meet three days in every week at leaſt, and ſtay three hours each time 
either Mornings or Evenings as ſhall be moſt convenient, if buſineſs require it, and that they be allowed each man for 
every of choſe three meeting days twenty ſhillings , and if any of them be abſent upon any pretence, or for any 
reaſon. whatſoever, that he looſe that days. Salary, provided a 2zorum do meet; Butifno Yxorum do meet; then 
ned perſon that ſhall be abſent ſhall not only looſe the Salary for chat day , but pay twenty ſhillingsto the Company, | 
ſo far as bis whole Salary for that year ſhall amount unto ; co which end, no reward or Salary ſhall be paid toany of 
the Committee; until their attendances for the whole , year be examined by the Records of the Committee, which 
ſhall be done at the firſt Court of Aſſiſtants after a new EleRion, and warrants for their rewards, ſhall be ſigned at 


that Court accordingly, 


X11... That any Member of the Company may be preſent at.the Court of Aſſiſtantsor meetings of the Committee to 
hear their debates, and may offer his opinion; but none to Vote in the reſolution, aye thoſe of the Court of Aſſiſtants 
or Committee, _ | | 


XIV. That if any] Member, Officer or Servant of the Company ſhall direRty.or indire4ly defraud the Company 
in any thing, or receive any guifc or bribe from any perſon in any wiſe, relating to the concerns of the Company, 
or ſhall trade to, or from any Ports or places within the limits of the Campany's Charter, other than inthe. joyne. 
Stock, or ſo as ſhall be allowed by a general Court or Court of Aſſiſtants: that ſuch Member do forfeit andlodſe-his 
whole Stock, orelſe dopay ſuch pecuniary mul& or penalty as a general Court ſhall impoſe, and ſuch Officer or Servant 
ſhall forfeic all Salary due unto him, be forthwith diſcharged, and made uncapableof being ever after reſtored, and 
further be proſecuted according to Law, and that the ſaid Forfeitures do redound to the Ute and benefit of the Ad- 
yenturers in general, and that yonds be given by every Officer, to ſubmit to the ſaid mulQs and penalties. 


XV. That every member having ſhare or part in any Goods to be ſold, or Ship to be fraighted for the Company's 
Uſe, ſkall if he be chen preſent, or any ways privy to ſuch Bargain, declare his Intereſt ro the Committee, and ſhall 
cauſe the ſame to be Recorded, otherwiſe upon diſcovery to be made thereof, he ſhall forfeit his whoſe Stock, or pay 
fach penalty as a general Court ſhall impoſe upon him, and the Committee ſhall be prohibited , during their being 
Committees to ſell any oftheir own Goods to the Company direQly or indireRly upon the aforeſaid Penalties with- 
ont the Allowance of the Court of Aſſiſtants. | | 


XVI. That the Stock and Dividents of each reſpeAive Adyenturer ſhall from time to time be obliged for ſuch debts 
and ingagements as ſuch Adventurer ſhall b:come ingaged in to the Company, and that the Courts of Aſſiſtants may , 
and ſhall detain the ſame for the benefit of ghe generaliry, until ſuch debts and ingapementsare fully ſatisfied. 


XVIL. That 
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| THh4+ 34 3+ (hall pleaſe God that at any time the Stock ſhall be angmented fifty per Cevt. a Divident of twenty 
XVG- Tg oo plats GEMer to the ſeyeral Adventurers, and afterwards annually one half part, or more, 


pore 7 ng dire, of all profits that ſhall be made, ſhall be divided inthe like manner, 


as the general Court 
XVIIL That no Dividents ſhall be made in Goods to the Adyenturers, but in Money only. 


L 


| That all Goods received for the Company's account from Forrain parts be ſold publiquely at the Candle, and 
Sh Js x he Treaſurer, before their delivery to the Buyer, except Gold and Silver, which ſhall be always Coin- 
ed in the Tower of London, except there be a ſpecial Order from the general Court that direQs otherwiſe, 


- 


XX. That every Member of the Company before they giveany Vote in any EleQion, ſhall take an Qath to the 
Com pany, zccording tothe forme agreed on, and herewith at large expreſſed, | 


An Oath for che Members of the Royal 
MS _ Company. 


Ou do ſwear to be good and true to our Soveraign Lord the 
| Kings Majeſty, and to his Heirs and Succeſſors , and that 

| you will be faithfull to the Governour , Sub-governour, Deputy- 
governour and Company of Royal Adventurers of England, Tra- 
ding into Africa in the management of their Trade; The ſecrets of 
theſaid Company which ſhall be given you in charge to conceal by 
the ſaid Governour, Sub-governour. or Deputy-Governour you 
will not diſcloſe; and during the preſent joint ſtock ofthis Company 
you will not Trade ro any of the limits of this Company's Charter, 
without leave of thezzeneral Court or.Court of Aſſiſtants. _ | 


So help you Ged. 


NX1. That every Officer or Servant to be imployed by the Company do firſt give good ſecurity; and then take an 
Oath to perſorm their reſpeQive duties in their ſeveralimployments, and that they be choſen annually by Phurality 
of Votes by Balletting, at the firſt general Court after the 12th Zannary, and that if any Officer or Servant ſhall mif., 
demean himſelf upon complaint of the Committee, the Court of Aſſiſtants ſhall bave power to ſuſpend them until the 
next general Court, FT - Prion 


XX11. That no meeting or Aſſembly of the Adventurers ſhall be deemed or taken to be a general Court, or ſhall 
have power to alter any Rules or Articles of this Preamble, or make.any new or further Rules or Orders for the 
Government of the Company, unleſs there be preſent at ſuch meeting or Aſſembly, the major parc oſthe Afiſtants, 
and at leaſt twelye of the generality, beſides the Governour, Sub-goyernour, Deputy-Governour, orone of them, 
or provided ſo many Adyenturers be preſent,as ſhall be concernedin the major part of the Stock, but ata general Courc 
(fo conſtituted ) all ſuch Orders oralterations,.as ſhall at any time be made by Pturality of Votes by Balleting, ſhyll 
be binding to the whole Company, and no queſtion ſhall be otherwiſe determined than by Balleting, if required by. 4- 
ny Member preſent either at a general Court, or Court of Aſſiſtants, wherein either any particular Member or Ser. 
vant ofthe Company is concerned, or any of the Company's money by way of Guift or Reward ſhall be diſpoſed of, 


